
Waiting with WonderWaiting with Wonder

November 30: The Wonder of Hope December 7: The Wonder of Peace

December 14: The Wonder of Love

December 21: The Wonder of  Joy

Advent is a season of waiting. It’s a time of anticipation, full of presence and meaning. It’s a time where we engage
with our longing for a more just, loving, and peaceful world. It’s a time when we reflect on our own lives and our own
personal need for more hope, peace, love, and joy. It’s a time where we imagine what could be.

And Advent is also a season of wonder. It’s a time of shortening days and darkness, where even the faintest embers
of hope shine most brightly. It’s a time when we wonder how on earth everything will work out but dare to believe that
anything is possible. It’s a time when we see the wonder that surrounds us as we give thanks for what’s most
important to us and treasure the people most precious to us.

We are all waiting. Waiting on the world to change, waiting for the mystery of the Kingdom of God to come. This
Advent we will wait with wonder. We’ll explore the wonder of the story of Jesus’ birth, celebrate the mystery of “God
with Us” in all the uncertainly of life, and renew our hope in the wonder of a world where love wins the day!

December 24: Christmas Eve Service

We’ll begin Advent with an interactive all-ages service
to help prepare us for the season as a whole.
Through reading, carols, and activities we reflect on
the story of Jesus’ birth and the hope it brings to the
world. We’ll make Advent candles to take home and
light each week along with simple mediations for
each week’s theme of wonder.



Other Events at Cedar Ridge this Holiday Season

Thanksgiving Food Collection

Winter Coat Drive

Decorate for Christmas

Cedar Ridge Holiday Party

Advent Quiet Day

Now thru Sunday, November 23 - We are now collecting new (and clean, very gently used) winter coats, boots, hats and gloves
for children aged 5-10 to benefit families in need at Greencastle Elementary School. Please leave donations in the boxes by the
Welcome Table in the lobby on Sundays, or in the yellow and black Greencastle donations boxes outside the front glass doors of
the main church building at any time between now and Sunday November 23.

Sunday, November 23 - Families in the local schools we support are struggling more than ever with the cost of nutritious food. In
this climate of fear and austerity that is disproportionately impacting the most vulnerable, we want to extend more kindness and
generosity and deepen our commitment to support these families. On the Sunday before Thanksgiving, we’ll have the opportunity
to bring a bag of much needed groceries to the service. You can sign up on our website to let us know how many bags you plan to
bring and see a list of what to buy (we want to make sure the food we give is appropriate for the families). During the service that
day, we’ll be hearing from some of the care workers we partner with at the schools. After the service, they will take the food for
distribution to the families the following day ready for Thanksgiving. 

Sunday, November 23 - Get an early shot of festive spirit by joining us after the service to help decorate for the Christmas
season. Lots of fun tasks for all ages and a light lunch will be provided along with hot cider, mulled wine, and hot chocolate!

Friday, December 5 - Join us for a relaxing and festive celebration of the holiday season. We’ll provide drink (alcoholic and non-
alcoholic), seasonal food items, music, and fun upstairs in the Barn. Just bring your favorite holiday appetizer or dessert to share.
Downstairs you’ll be able to get a head start on your Christmas shopping with Fair Trade and other local artisan vendors. In our
main building, we’ll be showing a Christmas movie for kids along with lots of supervised fun, games, and food. Everyone is
welcome so invite your friends and family.

Saturday, December 13 - Give yourself the gift of rest in the midst of holiday busyness. Join us in the Barn from 10 a.m. to 3:30
p.m. as we make space for God and open our hearts to the hope of the season. Through poetry, prayer, silence, and scripture we
will reflect on the meaning of Advent and listen for how God might be speaking to us.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0C4DABAA2DA31-60090553-thanksgiving

